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Mission Statement 
 

It is the mission of the Kern County 
Dental Society to be the recognized 
source for serving the needs and 
issues of its members while assist-
ing them in their service to the pub-
lic. 
 

Vision 
 

KCDS membership is comprised of 
all dentists who share its core val-
ues and Code of Ethics, working 
together, cooperating in preventing 
oral disease and providing care for 
all in need. 
 

Core Values 
 

Integrity   ~   Ethics 
Leadership     ~     Inclusiveness  
Professionalism     ~     Service 
Education   ~ Responsibility 

 
All statements of opinion and sup-
posed fact are published on the au-
thority of the author under whose 
name they might appear and are not 
to be regarded as the views of the 
Kern County Dental Society unless 
such statement has been adopted by 
the KCDS Board of Directors.  Ac-
ceptance of advertising does not 
imply approval or endorsement by 
the Kern County Dental Society of 
products or services advertised 
herein. 
 
 
930 Truxtun Ave, Suite 101 
Bakersfield CA 93301 
Phone: (661) 843-7715 
Fax:      (661) 843-7717 

E-mail: kcds@lightspeed.net 
Website: www.kerncountyds.org 

 
The Kern County Dental Society 
is a proud component of the 

California Dental Association & the  
American Dental Association 

I am honored to be the KCDS president for 2016, and I am proud to be a 

member of such a great organization. I would like to thank our now imme-

diate past president, Dr. Paul Mallouk, for his dedication to KCDS and 

leadership during his term. Through the efforts of our board members and 

our Executive Director, Shannon Fleeman, KCDS has made amazing 

strides in community relations, member resources, and has become a much 

stronger component of CDA. 

 

KCDS is a wonderful and dedicated group of dentists who volunteer an 

exceptional amount of time to make our profession and our community 

better. In the relatively short duration of my membership, KCDS has ac-

complished some amazing things. We have hosted two successful CDA 

Foundation fundraisers, and have raised enough awareness at the state lev-

el to have the first ever CDA Cares event here in Bakersfield in 2017. Sev-

eral board members, with the help of consultant Russell Johnson, lobbied 

the county board of supervisors and received a substantial financial com-

mitment to fund the upcoming CDA Cares event. Although it's not directly 

affiliated with KCDS, the Kern Foundation for Dental Care is making den-

tal benefits more affordable for more local businesses every day, and keep-

ing money that would have gone into corporate coffers right here in our 

community. On the state level, CDA has led the state legislature to finally 

appoint a dental director, all the while fighting the big insurance companies 

to keep reimbursements where they should be. 

 

During my term, I would like to see us continue our social events through-

out the year, and take the initiative to reach out more prospective members. 

We have seen some new faces at our study club meetings and CE Events, 

mostly from corporate practices in the area. These doctors are an untapped 

resource, and many of them are unaware of the benefits and opportunities 

KCDS membership has to offer in addition to insurance from TDIC. CE 

event attendance has remained steady, and is also an under-utilized re-

source for member communication. During next year's CE season, I plan to 

give some short updates on what KCDS and CDA are doing our members, 

and take a few minutes to address any questions, suggestions or concerns 

for the board. As always, the board is happy to hear any new ideas that can 

improve our service to the dental community and to the public. 

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to be your president, and I look for-

ward to a smooth-sailing and successful 2016. 
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News & Notes 

ß REMINDER:  ALL 2016 CE COURSES WILL 

BE HELD AT THE BAKERSFIELD MAR-

RIOTT AT THE CONVENTION CENTER, 801 

TRUXTUN AVE, BAKERSFIELD, CA  93301.  

To register for the January Infection Control, Den-

tal Practice Act and Osha Compliance class, please 

click here. 
 

ß Kern County has been chosen to host a CDA 

Cares Event on October 6th and 7th of 2017.  

We will need our members to step up and volun-

teer.  Please mark your calendars for these two 

days and plan on joining us to help those less 

fortunate in our area.  
 

ß Online dues renewal for CDA members is now 

open. Members can renew their dues in full or en-

roll in the electronic dues payment program (EDP) 

and pay in equal monthly installments automatical-

ly deducted from a designated checking account. 

Click here. 
 

ß The next CDA Cares event will be held in Ventu-

ra at the Ventura County Fairgrounds on April 16th 

and 17th, 2016.  Please volunteer in preparation for 

Kern County hosting our event in 2017.  Please 

click here for more information. 
 

ß The Taft Dental Hygiene Program is looking for 

patients.  Particularly those with perio case types 2 

& 3 and those with moderate to heavy deposits.  

The students are able to perform analog and digital 

x-rays.  Appointments are approximately 1/2 day, 8

-12 or 1-5.  The fee is $20.00 per patient, no extra 

charge for x-rays.  The x-rays can be forwarded to 

their regular dentist.  The program is not trying to 

take money out of the dental community but they 

do need patients to hone their skills on.  Please send 

a referral or two their way 
 

ß The CURES enrollment deadline for providers 

has officially been pushed back from Jan. 1 to 

July 1 of 2016.  

The change comes after the governor signed AB 

679 (Allen). The bill was amended late in the legis-

lative session due to concern that the most recent 

Controlled Substance Utilization Review and Eval-

uation System (CURES) update has fallen behind 

schedule. The CURES 2.0 system was planned to 

be in use by July 1 of this year, yet the system is 

still not fully operational. The delay will give the 

Department of Justice (DOJ) time to finalize 

CURES 2.0 and for providers to enroll. 

CDA supported AB 679 due to concern that the 

CURES 2.0 rollout was not meeting deadlines, and 

had the potential to create unnecessary confusion 

among dentists, exacerbating frustrations that many 

dentists have had with the system already.  

Now, all dentists who are authorized to prescribe, 

order, administer, furnish or dispense controlled 

substances must register for CURES by July 1, 

2016. Dispensed controlled substance prescriptions 

can be recorded in CURES, which allows prescrib-

ers to look up a patientôs controlled substance cur-

rent usage and past history. 

The CURES requirement was established as part of 

a bill enacted in 2014 (SB 809 DeSaulneir). This 

legislation required the DOJ, in conjunction with 

the Department of Consumer Affairs and licensing 

boards like the Dental Board of California, to de-

velop a streamlined application and approval pro-

cess to provide access to the CURES database, also 

known as the California Prescription Drug Monitor-

ing Program (PDMP), for licensed health care prac-

titioners and pharmacists.  

CDA will share information about CURES in the 

CDA Update and on cda.org as it becomes availa-

ble. If dentists have any questions they can email 

cures@doj.ca.gov. 

ß Panoramic Corporation has issued a voluntary 

recall of certain PC-1000 panoramic X-ray ma-

chines due to a potential problem with its lift motor, 

ñwhich can result in severe injury to a patient or 

staff member.ò 

 

The recall only affects machines with serial num-

bers 6001 to 13885 that were manufactured be-

tween 1996 and 2003. 

 

For further information or questions regarding the 

recall, contact Panoramic Corporation at 

800.654.2027. 

http://kerncountyds.org/continuing-education-seminars/
http://www.cda.org/NewsEvents/Details/tabid/146/ArticleID/3100/Online-dues-renewal-now-open.aspx
http://www.cdafoundation.org/
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Help is one step away... 
!ƭŎƻƘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŘǊǳƎ ŀŘŘƛŎǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ /5! ²Ŝƭƭ .ŜƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ 

ƻŦ ŘŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǝŀƭ 

ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǎǇƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  !ƴȅƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ 

bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /! wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ²Ŝƭƭ-.ŜƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ  
!ǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƛƴ !ƭǇƛƴŜκaƻƴƻ /ƻǳƴǝŜǎ  
ролΦомлΦнофрΣ /ǳǊǝǎ ±ƛȄƛŜΣ 55{ 
 
{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /! wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ²Ŝƭƭ-.ŜƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ  
!ǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƛƴ LƴȅƻκYŜǊƴ /ƻǳƴǝŜǎ 
умуΦпотΦонлпΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {ƭŀǾƛƴΣ 55{ ƻǊ  
тмпΦумпΦттонΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ 55{ 
 
ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ YŜǊƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5Ŝƴǘŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ hŶŎŜ ŀǘ 

ссмΦупоΦттмрΦ 

The CDA 

Well-Being Program 

Dental Board Urges Immediate Action on License Renewal 
wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 5Ŝƴǘŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

The Dental Board of California and the Depart-

ment of Consumer Affairs have launched a cam-

paign to reach dentists and registered dental assis-

tants whose licenses expire in January 2016, and 

urge them to renew their professional licenses as 

soon as possible. This comes as a result of the 

transition to a new online licensure renewal sys-

tem known as BreEZe. 

The BreEZe system, which has been in develop-

ment for more than two years, will allow dental 

professionals to apply for or renew their licenses 

online, pay with a credit card, track the status of 

an application or licensing request, submit ad-

dress changes and obtain proof of license status. 

BreEZe also enables consumers to verify a pro-

fessional license and file consumer complaints.  

The Dental Board of California anticipates a tran-

sition period during which licensure renewals will 

be interrupted when BreEZe is activated (ñgoes 

liveò). This means that the board will be unable to 

process any licensing requests for approximately 

five days prior to the ñgo liveò date. As a precau-

tion, the board urges dentists and registered dental 

assistants whose licenses expire in December 

2015 or January 2016 to mail in their renewals as 

soon as they receive notification. Renewal notices 

are mailed 90 days prior to licensure expiration, 

so licensure renewal notifications for December 

renewals should have been received in October 

and January renewal notices should have been 

received in November.  

Continued on page 4 

Refer a new member to CDA and receive 

double the reward, a $100 check from 

CDA and a $100 American Express gift 

card from the ADA for every referral. 
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Continued from page 3 

BreEZe became available for physicians, nurses 

and a limited number of other California licensed 

professionals in 2013, at which time numerous is-

sues were identified for correction. DCA has been 

working to address these concerns prior to the sec-

ond phase launch, which has resulted in a delayed 

timeline and significant budget overruns. As the 

licensing boards are responsible for the costs asso-

ciated with the BreEZe system, CDA has urged 

DCA and the Legislature to work to find a solution 

to funding and finishing this project to minimize 

the impact on licensees, especially in the wake of 

the significant rise in dental licensure fees that just 

occurred.  

CDA recommends dentists and dental assistants 

read the CDA Update and visit cda.org for the lat-

est information on BreEZe implementation and 

more details on using the new online renewal sys-

tem when those become available.  

For more information on CDAôs advocacy on li-

censure and fees, visit cda.org. For more infor-

mation on BreEZe, visit dca.ca.gov.  

Copyright É 2015 California Dental Association. 

Dental Board Urges Immediate Action on License Renewal 
wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 5Ŝƴǘŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
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CDA Cares Fresno Serves 2,099 People 
wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /5! 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ CƻǊǳƳ 

The CDA Foundationôs CDA Cares volunteer dental 

program provided more than $1.9 million in charitable 

dental services to 2,099 people last month in Fresno. 

In addition to providing dental services at no charge to 

Californians who experience barriers to care, CDA 

Cares educates the public and policymakers about the 

importance of good oral health and the need for an ade-

quately funded dental safety net, which includes a well-

functioning Denti-Cal program. 

ñBeing able to impact the lives of more than 2,000 peo-

ple during one event is just incredible,ò said CDA Im-

mediate Past President Walt Weber, DDS. ñWe appre-

ciate the recent attention that oral health has received 

from the state, but thereôs still a tremendous need be-

cause Californiaôs Denti-Cal program remains chroni-

cally underfunded and has many bureaucratic barriers 

for providers. The system is broken and it needs to be 

fixed.ò 

During the two-day event, dentists and dental profes-

sionals provided 14,620 dental procedures, including 

fillings, extractions, cleanings and oral health educa-

tion. Volunteer technicians in the clinicôs dental lab 

area worked to provide 291 complete and partial den-

tures and repairs. 

More than 1,300 volunteers donated their time and ser-

vices at the event, including 708 health professionals 

ð dentists, dental hygienists, dental assistants, nurses 

and lab technicians ð as well as hundreds of commu-

nity volunteers who assisted with registration, transla-

tion, data entry and escorting patients. 

ñWe received a remarkable amount of support from the 

Fresno community and our sponsors, which are both 

vital to the success of these events,ò said Don 

Rollofson, DMD, chair of the CDA Foundation. ñWe 

appreciate the dedication weôve seen from the dental 

community, individual volunteers and our sponsors in 

helping us continue these events and providing care to 

those in need.ò 

CDA Cares Fresno received support from the following 

major sponsors: Henry Schein Cares, Carestream Den-

tal, The Del E. Webb Foundation, Western Dental, 

Saint Agnes Medical Center, Kaiser Permanente Fres-

no, Community Regional Medical Center, First Five 

Tulare, Benco Dental, Scripps Oral Pathology, Patter-

son Foundation, Fresno Oral Maxillofacial Surgery & 

Dental Implant Center, Pact-One and SaveMart Super-

markets. 

The CDA Foundation is planning another CDA Cares 

event next year in Ventura on April 16-17. For infor-

mation about CDA Cares, visit cdafoundation.org. 

To view photos from the Fresno event, visit the CDA 

Cares Social Hub at cdafoundation.org/socialhub.  
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Dentists need to ensure that their practices are prepared for 

dental procedure code changes that go into effect Jan. 1. 

There are 39 code changes, which include an addition of 19 

new procedure codes.  

 

CDT 2016 (ebusiness.ada.org/ProductCatalog/

productcategory.aspx?ID=9) is the newest version of the 

American Dental Associations code on dental procedures 

and nomenclature. 

 

The 19 new CDT procedure codes are as follows: 

D0251  extraoral posterior dental radiographic 

image 

D0422 collection and preparation of genetic sam-

ple material for laboratory analysis and 

report 

D0423 genetic test for susceptibility to disease ð 

specimen analysis 

D1354 interim caries arresting medicament appli-

cation 

D4283 autogenous connective tissue graft proce-

dure (including donor and recipient surgi-

cal sites) 

D4285 non-autogenous connective tissue graft 

procedure (including recipient surgical site 

and donor material) 

D5221 immediate maxillary partial denture ð 

resin base 

D5222 immediate mandibular partial denture ð 

resin base 

D5223 immediate maxillary partial denture ð 

cast metal framework with resin bases 

D5224 immediate mandibular partial denture ð

cast metal framework with resin bases 

D7881 occlusal orthotic device adjustment 

D8681 removable orthodontic retainer adjustment 

D9223 deep sedation/general anesthesia ð each 

15 minute increment 

D9243 intravenous moderate (conscious) seda-

tion/analgesia ð each 15 minute incre-

ment 

D9932 cleaning and inspection of removable 

complete denture, maxillary 

D9933 cleaning and inspection of removable 

complete denture, mandibular 

D9934 cleaning and inspection of removable par-

tial denture, maxillary 

D9935 cleaning and inspection of removable par-

tial denture, mandibular 

D9943 occlusal guard adjustment 

 

There are 12 code revisions: 
D0250 extra oral-2D projection radiographic im-

age created using a stationary radiation 

source and detector 

D0340  2-D cephalometric radiographic image ð 

acquisition measurement and analysis 

D4273  autogenous connective tissue graft proce-

dure (including donor and recipient surgi-

cal sites) first tooth, implant or edentulous 

tooth position in graft 

D4275 non-autogenous connective tissue graft 

(including recipient site and donor materi-

al) first tooth, implant or edentulous tooth 

position in graft 

D4277 free soft tissue graft procedure (including 

recipient and donor surgical sites) first 

tooth, implant or edentulous tooth position 

in graft 

D4278 free soft tissue graft procedure (including 

recipient and donor surgical sites) each 

additional contiguous tooth, implant or 

edentulous tooth position in same graft site 

D5130 immediate denture ð maxillary 

D5140 immediate denture ð mandibular 

D5630 repair or replace broken clasp 

D5660 add clasp to existing partial denture 

D5875 modification of removable prosthesis fol-

lowing implant surgery 

D9248 non-intravenous conscious sedation 

 

There are eight codes that have been deleted: 

D0260 extraoral ð each additional radiographic 

image 

D0421 genetic test for susceptibility to oral dis-

eases 

D2970 temporary crown (fractured tooth) 

D9220 deep sedation/general anesthesia ð first 

30 minutes 

D9221 deep sedation/general anesthesia ð each 

additional 15 minutes 

D9241 intravenous moderate (conscious) seda-

tion/analgesia ð first 30 minutes 

D9242 intravenous moderate (conscious) seda-

tion/analgesia ð each additional 15 

minutes 

D9931 cleaning and inspection of a removable 

appliance 

 

Dental plans are required to recognize the current CDT 

codes and usually make updates effective Jan.1 of every 

year. Remember, that while plans are required to recognize 

the current CDT codes, they are not required to pay or pro-

vide benefits for the new code set.  

Continued on page 7 

Prepare for 2016 Dental Procedure Code Changes 
wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 5Ŝƴǘŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
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Prepare for 2016 Dental Procedure Code Changes 
wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 5Ŝƴǘŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

Leadership 
President 

Dr. Jared Gianquinto 
 

President-Elect 

Dr. Kurt Sturz 
 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Dr. Jared Simpson 

 

Immediate Past-President 
Dr. Paul Mallouk 

 

Trustee 

Dr. Brenda Buzby 
 

Editor 

Dr. Nicole Watson 
 

Board of Directors 

Dr. Marshall Chey 

Dr. Maziyar Ghalambor 

Dr. Thomas Stewart 

Dr. Scott Tangeman 

Dr. Robert Reed 

Dr. Dana Yeoman 

Dr. Scott Wallace 

Dr. Andrew Dreyer 

Dr. Brian Danielsson 

(Ridgecrest) 

Dr. Cameron Hopkins 

(Bishop) 
 

Committee Chairs 
Access to Care 
Dr. Robert Reed 
Advocacy 

Dr. Scott Wallace 
Continuing Ed 
Dr. Martha Sanger 

Ethics 
Dr. Robert Reed 
Leadership 
Dr. Kurt Sturz 
Mass Disaster 
Dr. Robert Reed 
Membership  

Dr. Dana Yeoman 
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Dr. Jared Gianquinto 
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Welcome to our Newest Members!! 

5ǊΦ ²ƛƭƭƛǎ /Φ ¸Ŝǳƴ 
ммнр 9Φ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ !ǾŜ 
.ŀƪŜǊǎŬŜƭŘΣ /!  фоолт 
όссмύ сон-нмпп 

 
5ǊΦ {ƻƻƴ wȅŜ Yǿƻƴ 
слм IƛƎƘ {ǘΣ ¦ƴƛǘ ! 
5Ŝƭŀƴƻ /!  фонмр 
όссмύ тнр-фффф  
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Dental offices are encouraged to reach 

out to the dental plans they contract 

with for an updated provider handbook 

and review them for CDT code and 

processing policy changes. 

 

Copies of the CDT 2016 are available 

for purchase through the ADA website 

(ebusiness.ada.org/ProductCatalog/

productcategory.aspx?ID=9). It is rec-

ommended all dental offices have a 

current copy to assist with proper claim 

billing. 

 

Below are important 2016 dates to 

mark down for dental benefit-related 

matters.  

 

ñThe Viewò into Dental Benefits-

CDA Presents in Anaheim (May 13, 

2016) 
This two-and-a-half hour program will 

be offered Friday afternoon, May 13 at 

the Anaheim Convention Center. This 

course will offer an opportunity to have 

an open conversation with industry ex-

perts to discuss current market trends 

and typical problems/issues faced by 

dental practices when dealing with pa-

tientsô dental benefits. Attendees will 

be able to have a discussion with a 

practice advisor on how to better com-

municate with patients in regards to 

benefits and treatment plans. 

 

Medicare Enroll/Opt-Out Deadline 

(June 1, 2016) 
June 1 is the deadline for dentists to 

enroll or opt out as Medicare providers. 

Regardless of what direction a dentist 

chooses to go, the process can take sev-

eral months, so dentists are encouraged 

to determine which option is best for 

their patients and practice well in ad-

vance of the June 1 deadline. More in-

formation regarding the deadline can be 

found at cda.org, ada.org and cms.gov. 

 

CDA Practice Support offers hundreds 

of dental benefit, employment, regula-

tory compliance and practice manage-

ment resources to CDA members as a 

free member benefit. Be sure to visit 

cda.org/practicesupport to learn more 

about the various tools available to as-

sist dentists with dental benefit plans. 

 

Copyright É 2015 California Dental 

Association 



 

 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ κ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмс - tŀƎŜ у 

CDA has been made aware that an imaging com-

pany in Southern California is emailing dentists to 

offer a ñbundle dealò on CT scans for patients. 

Purchasing such a package may be a violation of 

the Dental Practice Act because it would allow a 

profit on a referral.  

Dentists who own a side business, such as an im-

aging company, also need to be cautious and make 

sure they stay in compliance with the Dental Prac-

tice Act. The Dental Practice Act prohibits refer-

rals for ñdiagnostic imagining goods or services if 

the licensee or his or her immediate family has a 

financial interest with the person or in the entity 

that receives the referral.ò  

Alma J. Clark, DDS, chair of the CDA Judicial 

Council, said dentists need to be cautious in these 

situations.  

ñIt is OK for a dentist to own imaging products in 

their office and even refer out to an imaging com-

pany that they have an ownership stake in, but on-

ly if it is done correctly and within the confines of 

what the Dental Practice Act allows,ò Clark said.  

There are two ways a dentist can offer imaging 

services to patients: either within the walls of his 

or her office or if there is a personal service ar-

rangement in place that meets certain require-

ments. If either of these exceptions are not made 

and the dentist refers out to an imaging company 

that he or she has a financial interest in, it becomes 

a self-referral and it is prohibited.  

The exceptions are: 

1. If the services are performed within the den-
tal office. The prohibition of Section 650.01 shall 

not apply to any service for a specific patient that 

is performed within, or goods that are supplied by, 

a licenseeôs office or the office of a group practice.  

2. A personal services arrangement has been 

established. If there is an arrangement, it must be 

in writing, specify all of the services to be per-

formed, and the compensation to be paid must be 

set in advance, not exceed the fair market value 

and not be determined in a manner that takes into 

account the volume or value of referrals. 

Under either of the above exceptions, the dentist 

must disclose the financial interest to the patient, 

or the parent or legal guardian of the patient, in 

writing at the time of the referral or request for 

consultation. This includes, in the case of a per-

sonal services arrangement, information on where 

a person may go to file a complaint against the 

dentist or the immediate family member of the 

dentist. 

Dentists who fail to follow these requirements 

could face a misdemeanor violation or civil penal-

ties up to $5,000 per patient.  

CDAôs Guide to California Dental Practice Act 

Compliance is available on cda.org/

practicesupport. The guide is intended for use by 

dentists and allied dental health professionals to 

assist them in complying with the California Den-

tal Practice Act. Information on this subject begins 

on page 44 of the guide.  
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